
 

First Chinese 

Baptist Church 

The Tien Hau Temple 

Ma-tsu Temple U.S.A 

Misión San Francisco de Asís 
Mission Dolores Basilica  

Moscone Center 

Sacred and Religious Sites of San Francisco November 21, 2011 

American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting 



Sacred and Religious Sites of San Francisco Tour 

Jeanne Halgren Kilde, University of Minnesota 

David Bains, Samford University 

Jonathan H.X. Lee, San Francisco State University 

Quincy Newell, University of Wyoming 

 

1:00 Depart Moscone Center West, Howard Street Exit 

1:30  Arrive First Chinese Baptist Church 

2:00 Depart First Chinese Baptist Church 

Walk to Tien Hau Temple and Ma-tsu Temple U.S.A. 

3:00 Depart Ma-tsu Temple U.S.A. 

3:30  Arrive Mission Dolores 

 Misión San Francisco de Asís 

 Mission Dolores Basilica 

4:40   Depart Mission Dolores 

5:00 Return Moscone Center 
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re th

at h
as b

een
 p

assed
 d

o
w

n
, sh

e w
as b

o
rn

 
to

 a fish
er-fam

ily in
 th

e first year o
f th

e So
n

g D
yn

asty, b
ecam

e a d
eity in

 h
er 

tw
en

tie
s, b

u
t to

w
ard

 th
e en

d
 o

f h
er m

o
rtal life d

e
m

o
n

strated
 excep

tio
n

al p
o

w
ers: 

Sh
e w

as ab
le to

 h
elp

 fish
erm

e
n

, im
p

erial en
vo

ys, an
d

 h
er fath

er an
d

 b
ro

th
ers, to

 
su

rvive sto
rm

s at sea. O
ver th

e co
u

rse o
f several cen

tu
rie

s h
er fam

e gre
w

 so
 m

u
ch

 
th

at sh
e w

as given
 o

fficial titles b
y th

e im
p

erial go
vern

m
en

t, cu
lm

in
atin

g u
n

d
er th

e 
Q

in
g D

yn
asty in

 h
er p

resen
t e

xalted
 

title, H
o

ly M
o

th
er in

 H
eaven

 [Tian
sh

an
g 

Sh
en

gm
u

]. 
 A

lth
o

u
gh

 th
e o

rigin
al Tien

 H
au

 Tem
p

le 
w

as d
e

stro
yed

 in
 th

e earth
q

u
ake an

d
 

fire, th
e im

age o
f Tian

h
o

u
 an

d
 p

art o
f 

th
e altar w

ere saved
.  Th

e te
m

p
le b

ell 
w

as b
u

ried
 in

 th
e ru

in
s, b

u
t w

as later 
d

isco
vered

 d
u

rin
g th

e co
n

stru
ctio

n
 

p
ro

ject, an
d

 rein
stalled

 in
 th

e n
ew

 
tem

p
le.  A

ll o
th

er fu
rn

ish
in

gs in
 th

e tem
p

le w
ere im

p
o

rted
 fro

m
 C

h
in

a in
 1

9
1

0
. 

 N
e

igh
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 H

isto
ry: Ever sin

ce th
e o

rigin
al Tien

 H
au

 Te
m

p
le w

as e
stab

lish
ed

, 

W
averly P

lace h
as b

een
 p

o
p

u
larly called

 “Tien
 H

au
 M

u
i G

ai” (天
后

廟
街

 ) o
r 

“Tian
h

o
u

 Tem
p

le Stre
et” b

y lo
cal C

h
in

ese A
m

erican
s.  W

averly P
lace u

sed
 to

 b
e 

called
 P

ike Street u
p

 u
n

til th
e 1

8
6

0
s an

d
 w

as kn
o

w
n

 fo
r its b

ro
th

els w
ith

 im
p

o
rted

 
C

h
in

ese p
ro

stitu
te

s, th
e lo

catio
n

 w
as n

ickn
am

ed
 “h

o
m

es o
f ill rep

u
te.” Th

e first 
reco

rd
ed

 regu
lar C

h
in

ese re
sid

en
t in

 C
h

in
ato

w
n

 w
as a p

ro
stitu

te n
am

ed
 A

h
 To

y, 
w

h
o

 em
igrated

 fro
m

 H
o

n
g K

o
n

g in
 1

8
4

9
.  Sh

e first settled
 in

 th
e sh

an
ty alley o

ff 
C

lay Street an
d

 th
en

 m
o

ved
 to

 P
ike Street an

d
 e

stab
lish

ed
 a b

ro
th

el fo
r im

p
o

rted
 

C
h

in
ese p

ro
stitu

te
s.  It w

as said
 th

at C
h

in
ese m

in
ers fro

m
 Sacram

en
to

 V
alley w

o
u

ld
 

travel b
y b

o
at o

ver to
 th

e city ju
st to

 get a glan
ce at th

e stran
gely allu

rin
g b

eau
ty o

f 
A

h
 To

y.  Later o
n

, w
h

en
 th

e Tien
 H

au
 Tem

p
le w

as estab
lish

e
d

, th
e rep

u
tatio

n
 o

f th
e 

street ch
an

ged
, an

d
 a n

ew
 n

ickn
am

e circu
lated

 am
o

n
g th

e C
h

in
ese citizen

ry—
“Tien

 
H

au
 M

u
i G

ai.”   



M
a-tsu

 Tem
p

le U
.S.A

. 
3

0
 B

eckett St.  
San

 Fran
cisco

, C
A

 9
4

1
3

3
  

 Te
m

p
le

 H
isto

ry an
d

 
M

issio
n

 : O
n

 M
arch

 1
2

, 
1

9
8

6
, tw

o
 im

m
igran

t 
Taiw

an
e

se A
m

erican
s, M

r. 
G

ao
 an

d
 M

r. Zh
en

, fo
u

n
d

ed
 

th
e M

a-tsu
 Tem

p
le U

.S.A
. 

O
n

 th
is d

ay, a d
ivin

atio
n

 an
d

 b
lessin

g cerem
o

n
y w

as p
erfo

rm
ed

 at th
e C

h
ao

tain
 

Te
m

p
le in

 B
e

igan
g, Taiw

an
, in

vitin
g an

 im
age o

f M
azu

  (a.k.a. Tien
h

o
u

 – see ab
o

ve) 
to

 m
o

ve to
 A

m
erica. M

azu
 arrived

 o
n

 M
arch

 1
4

, an
d

 h
er te

m
p

le
 w

as e
stab

lish
ed

 as 
a b

ran
ch

 an
d

/o
r d

au
gh

ter tem
p

le in
 San

 Fran
cisco

. M
a

-tsu
 Tem

p
le U

.S.A
. o

fficially 
o

p
en

ed
 its d

o
o

rs o
n

 Sep
te

m
b

er 1
3

, 1
9

8
6

. It h
as its b

egin
n

in
gs in

 a sm
all ren

ted
 

ap
artm

en
t lo

cated
 at 5

5
4

 V
ie

n
n

a Street, n
ear th

e p
red

o
m

in
ately Latin

@
 M

issio
n

 
D

istrict o
f San

 Fran
cisco

. Th
e gro

u
p

 relo
cated

 o
n

 N
o

vem
b

e
r 2

2
 o

f th
at sam

e year to
 

a larger site o
n

 5
6

2
 G

ran
t A

ve
n

u
e, a th

o
ro

u
gh

fare o
f San

 Fran
cisco

’s to
u

risty 
C

h
in

ato
w

n
. Th

en
 o

n
 Jan

u
ary 1

2
, 1

9
9

6
 th

e te
m

p
le re

lo
cated

 o
n

ce again
, w

h
en

 th
e 

n
ew

 im
m

igran
t co

m
m

u
n

ity p
u

rch
ased

 p
ro

p
erty at 3

0
 B

eckett Street, o
n

 a sm
all 

alley b
etw

e
en

 Jackso
n

 Street an
d

 P
acifica A

ven
u

e. Th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity w
as ab

le to
 

fin
an

ce th
is en

d
eavo

r w
ith

 d
o

n
atio

n
s fro

m
 n

o
t o

n
ly th

e Taiw
an

ese A
m

erican
 

co
m

m
u

n
ity, b

u
t fro

m
 o

th
er p

atro
n

s o
f d

ifferen
t eth

n
ic C

h
in

ese A
m

erican
 

b
ackgro

u
n

d
s (e.g., In

d
o

-C
h

in
e

se im
m

igran
t-A

m
erican

s).  
 Th

e te
m

p
le’s stated

 m
issio

n
 is to

 ad
vo

cate th
e virtu

e
s o

f M
azu

 (a.k.a. Tian
h

o
u

) an
d

 
G

u
an

yin
, (th

e B
u

d
d

h
ist B

o
d

h
isattva o

f C
o

m
p

assio
n

), w
h

o
 teach

 b
en

evo
len

ce, 
u

p
h

o
ld

in
g th

e B
u

d
d

h
ist D

h
arm

a, an
d

 th
e p

rin
cip

les o
f h

u
m

an
 kin

d
n

ess, an
d

 w
h

o
 

p
ro

m
o

te p
erso

n
al an

d
 so

cial m
o

rality viz. h
arm

o
n

y. A
s su

ch
, th

ey regu
larly sp

o
n

so
r 

B
u

d
d

h
ist d

h
arm

a lesso
n

s, se
m

in
ars o

n
 M

azu
 an

d
 G

u
an

yin
, q

igo
n

g
, an

d
 C

h
in

ese 
m

ed
icin

e. Th
ey also

 o
ffer so

cial service
s su

ch
 as h

ealth
 care

 referrals, legal aid
, an

d
 

im
m

igratio
n

 assistan
ce. A

d
d

itio
n

ally, th
e tem

p
le co

n
d

u
cts service

s an
d

 cere
m

o
n

ies 
fo

r all m
ajo

r an
d

 m
in

o
r C

h
in

e
se re

ligio
u

s h
o

lid
ays (e.g., G

u
an

yin
’s b

irth
d

ay, 
G

u
an

d
i’s b

irth
d

ay, M
id

-A
u

tu
m

n
 fe

stival, am
o

n
g o

th
ers). Th

e tem
p

le also
 

p
articip

ate
s in

 several civic e
ven

ts in
 th

e San
 Fran

cisco
 area (e.g., Taiw

an
 C

u
ltu

ral 
Festival, D

rago
n

 B
o

at Fe
stival, C

h
in

ese N
ew

 Year P
arad

e, Su
n

set D
istrict’s A

u
tu

m
n

 
M

o
o

n
 Festival). 

 M
e

m
b

e
rsh

ip
: M

a-tsu
 Tem

p
le U

.S.A
. d

o
e

s n
o

t keep
 d

etailed
 d

em
o

grap
h

ic d
ata. 

H
o

w
e

ver, M
r. Zh

an
g, a b

o
ard

 m
e

m
b

er e
stim

ates th
at, as o

f 2
0

1
0

, th
ere are 

ap
p

ro
xim

ately 2
0

0
0

 fee
-p

ayin
g lifetim

e m
e

m
b

ers an
d

 p
erh

ap
s 8

0
0

-1
0

0
0

 n
o

n
-fe

e 
p

ayin
g registered

 m
e

m
b

ers. A
b

o
u

t 6
0

%
 are m

u
ltilin

gu
al M

an
d

arin
 C

h
in

ese an
d

 
Taiw

an
e

se sp
eakers, ro

u
gh

ly 3
0

%
 sp

eak o
n

ly M
an

d
arin

 C
h

in
ese

, an
d

 1
0

%
 are 

C
an

to
n

ese
-sp

eakin
g eth

n
ic C

h
in

ese. N
everth

eless, th
e m

ajo
rity h

ave lim
ited

, if an
y, 

En
glish

-sp
eakin

g skills. A
sian

 p
atro

n
s o

f o
th

er eth
n

icitie
s an

d
 lan

gu
ages o

ften
 visit 

th
e tem

p
le as w

ell (e.g., V
ietn

am
e

se). Th
e d

istrib
u

tio
n

 o
f age ran

ge is ab
o

u
t 6

0
%

 
o

ld
er th

an
 5

0
, 3

5
%

 b
etw

een
 3

0
 an

d
 4

9
, an

d
 5

%
 age 2

9
 o

r yo
u

n
ger. 

 M
a-tsu

 Tem
p

le U
.S.A

. re
flects th

e ch
an

gin
g geo

grap
h

y an
d

 d
em

o
grap

h
ics o

f 
C

h
in

ese-A
m

erica in
 th

e w
ake o

f th
e Im

m
igratio

n
 R

efo
rm

 A
ct o

f 1
9

6
5

 w
h

ile 
h

erald
in

g so
m

eth
in

g n
ew

: th
e

 ap
p

earan
ce o

f a tran
sn

atio
n

al id
en

tity w
ith

 ties to
 

b
o

th
 Taiw

an
 an

d
 th

e U
.S. an

d
 b

o
th

 th
e m

o
rtal an

d
 d

ivin
e. Fo

r in
stan

ce, d
u

rin
g th

e 
2

0
0

4
 an

d
 2

0
0

8
 p

re
sid

en
tial e

lectio
n

s in
 Taiw

an
, m

an
y Taiw

an
ese A

m
erican

s 
traveled

 b
ack to

 th
e islan

d
 to

 vo
te b

ecau
se ab

sen
tee vo

tin
g is n

o
t allo

w
ed

. W
h

ile 
ap

p
ro

xim
ately 2

,0
0

0
 Taiw

an
e

se
-N

ew
 Yo

rkers retu
rn

ed
 to

 vo
te in

 2
0

0
4

, n
early 

1
0

,0
0

0
 Taiw

an
e

se A
m

erican
s fro

m
 C

alifo
rn

ia retu
rn

ed
 to

 Taiw
an

 in
 2

0
0

8
 to

 vo
te

.  
 M

azu
 Figu

re
: Th

e M
azu

 en
sh

rin
ed

 at M
a-tsu

 Tem
p

le U
.S.A

. is re
ferred

 to
 as M

eigu
o

 

M
azu

 in
 all religio

u
s ritu

als. H
er o

fficial C
h

in
e

se n
am

e is Fu
zh

en
m

a [福
鎮

媽
].]. In

 
th

e M
a-tsu

 Tem
p

le U
.S.A

., B
eigan

g M
azu

’s h
o

n
o

rary sh
rin

e is p
laced

 in
 fro

n
t o

f 
M

eigu
o

 M
azu

’s m
ain

 sh
rin

e, in
d

icatin
g M

eigu
o

 M
azu

’s o
rigin

s an
d

 co
n

n
ectio

n
 to

 
Taiw

an
, th

e so
u

rce o
f its p

o
w

er, as w
ell as its im

p
licit su

b
o

rd
in

atio
n

 to
 B

eigan
g. A

s 
d

au
gh

ter tem
p

le to
 th

e o
rigin

al B
eigan

g M
azu

 tem
p

le in
 Taiw

an
, all im

age
s o

f M
azu

 
h

o
u

sed
 in

 M
a-tsu

 Tem
p

le U
.S.A

. are fro
m

 th
e B

eigan
g Te

m
p

le, in
clu

d
in

g th
e o

n
es 

d
o

n
ated

 b
y Taiw

an
ese A

m
erican

 d
evo

tee
s. Th

is, h
o

w
e

ver, w
as n

o
t p

lan
n

ed
, b

u
t 

rath
er seren

d
ip

ito
u

s, an
d

 w
as u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 b

y m
an

y as M
azu

’s w
ill. M

rs. A
-H

u
a, a 

w
id

o
w

 an
d

 a p
io

u
s M

azu
 d

evo
tee, an

d
 th

e W
an

gs in
vited

 M
azu

 to
 im

m
igrate w

ith
 

th
em

 w
h

en
 th

ey relo
cated

 to
 A

m
erica in

 th
e late 1

9
7

0
s early 1

9
8

0
s re

sp
e

ctively. 
C

o
n

seq
u

en
tly, th

e go
d

d
ess lived

 in
 th

eir h
o

m
e

s, u
n

til th
e fo

u
n

d
in

g o
f M

a-tsu
 

Te
m

p
le U

.S.A
. in

 1
9

8
6

. 
  So

u
rce

s an
d

 Fu
rth

e
r R

e
ad

in
g: 

Lee, Jo
n

ath
an

 H
.X

 “C
o

n
tem

p
o

rary C
h

in
ese

-A
m

erican
 R

eligio
u

s Life,” in
 C

h
in

ese 
R

elig
io

n
s in

 C
o

n
tem

p
o

ra
ry So

cieties, ed
ited

 b
y Jam

e
s M

iller. San
ta B

arb
ara: A

B
C

-
C

LIO
, 2

0
0

6
. 

. . . . . . . . . .  “C
reatin

g a Tran
sn

atio
n

al R
eligio

u
s C

o
m

m
u

n
ity: Th

e Em
p

re
ss o

f 
H

eaven
, an

d
 G

o
d

d
ess o

f th
e Sea Tian

h
o

u
/M

azu
,fro

m
 B

eigan
g, Taiw

an
 to

 San
 

Fran
cisco

 U
.S.A

.,” in
 R

elig
io

n
 a

t  th
e C

o
rn

er o
f B

liss a
n

d
 N

irva
n

a
: P

o
litics, 

Id
en

tity, a
n

d
 Fa

ith
 in

 N
ew

 M
ig

ra
n

t C
o

m
m

u
n

ities, ed
ited

 b
y Lo

is A
n

n
 Lo

ren
tzen

, 
Jo

aq
u

in
 Jay G

o
n

zalez III, K
evin

 M
. C

h
u

n
, an

d
 H

ien
 D

u
c D

o
. D

u
rh

am
: D

u
ke 

U
n

ive
rsity P

re
ss, 2

0
0

9
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ro
r P

alace
  

1
1

2
3

 P
o

w
ell St. 

San
 Fran

cisco
, C

A
9

4
1

0
8

 
4

1
5

-4
2

1
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0
6
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    W
h

at to
 lo

o
k fo

r in
 C

h
in

e
se

 te
m

p
le

s:   Sp
atially, tem

p
le layo

u
ts em

p
h

asize a stro
n

g 
fo

cal p
o

in
t o

n
 th

e revered
 figu

re: th
ere’s alw

ays a m
ain

 sh
rin

e fo
r th

e m
ain

 d
eity. In

 
m

o
st o

f th
e

se tem
p

les, u
n

less it is sp
ecifically B

u
d

d
h

ist, th
e

re w
ill b

e ad
d

itio
n

al 
sh

rin
es to

 o
th

er d
eities (m

o
stly B

u
d

d
h

ist). 
 Te

m
p

le
s w

ill also
 co

n
tain

 a d
esign

ated
 area fo

r religio
u

s lead
ers, u

su
ally a d

esk to
 

th
e sid

e n
ear th

e en
tran

ce. Th
is is w

h
ere th

e religio
u

s sp
e

cialists sit to
 give read

in
gs 

an
d

 co
n

su
lt o

n
 religio

u
s m

atters. 
 

 



M
isió

n
 San

 Fran
cisco

 d
e A

sís 
M

issio
n

 D
o

lo
re

s P
arish

 
3

3
2

1
 1

6
th St.  

San
 Fran

cisco
, C

A
 

w
w

w
.m

issio
n

d
o

lo
re

s.o
rg 

 In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

: Th
e b

u
ild

in
g n

o
w

 kn
o

w
n

 as th
e 

“O
ld

 M
issio

n
” w

as co
n

stru
cte

d
 in

 1
7

9
1

, ab
o

u
t 

fifte
en

 years after th
e fo

u
n

d
in

g o
f M

issio
n

 San
 

Fran
cisco

 in
 1

7
7

6
.  It is th

e o
ld

est in
tact b

u
ild

in
g 

in
 th

e city o
f San

 Fran
cisco

.  Th
e sixth

 m
issio

n
 

fo
u

n
d

ed
 in

 th
e C

alifo
rn

ia m
issio

n
 syste

m
, San

 Fran
cisco

 d
e A

sís w
as th

e first m
issio

n
 

fo
u

n
d

ed
 in

 th
e San

 Fran
cisco

 B
ay A

rea.  A
lo

n
g w

ith
 th

e San
 Fran

cisco
 P

resid
io

, it 
w

as th
e kern

el o
f w

h
at b

ecam
e th

e city o
f San

 Fran
cisco

. 
  A

t th
e tim

e o
f th

e m
issio

n
’s fo

u
n

d
in

g, th
e B

ay A
rea w

as d
e

n
sely p

o
p

u
lated

 b
y 

In
d

ian
s w

ith
 a w

id
e variety o

f lin
gu

istic an
d

 cu
ltu

ral b
ackgro

u
n

d
s.  K

n
o

w
n

 to
 th

e 
Sp

an
ish

 co
lo

n
ists as co

steñ
o

s, o
r co

astal d
w

ellers, th
e

se p
e

o
p

le are n
o

w
 kn

o
w

n
 as 

O
h

lo
n

e In
d

ian
s.  (R

esearch
 su

gge
sts th

at th
e term

 “O
h

lo
n

e” is th
e m

issp
ellin

g o
f a 

term
 th

at o
rigin

ally referred
 to

 o
n

e sm
all gro

u
p

 in
 th

e B
ay A

rea.  N
everth

eless, in
 

m
o

d
ern

 tim
es it h

as b
e

en
 w

id
ely ad

o
p

ted
 to

 refer m
o

re b
ro

ad
ly to

 B
ay A

rea In
d

ian
s 

in
 gen

eral.)  Th
e m

issio
n

 p
o

p
u

latio
n

 also
 even

tu
ally in

clu
d

ed
 M

iw
o

k an
d

 P
atw

in
 

In
d

ian
s fro

m
 fu

rth
er aw

ay. 
 C

o
n

stru
ctio

n
 an

d
 A

rch
ite

ctu
re

:  W
h

en
 it w

as fo
u

n
d

ed
, M

isió
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
 d

e A
sís 

w
as a te

m
p

o
rary sh

elter co
n

stru
cted

 o
f tree b

ran
ch

e
s in

 w
h

ich
 a m

issio
n

ary p
riest 

co
u

ld
 celeb

rate M
ass w

h
ile a m

o
re p

erm
an

en
t stru

ctu
re o

f p
alisad

e w
as b

u
ilt.  Th

at 
first p

erm
an

en
t ch

u
rch

 w
as co

m
p

leted
 in

 early O
cto

b
er 1

7
7

6
, ab

o
u

t th
ree m

o
n

th
s 

after th
e p

rie
sts, so

ld
iers, an

d
 settlers h

ad
 arrived

 in
 th

e are
a.  It w

as lo
cated

 b
esid

e 
th

e Lagu
n

a d
e lo

s D
o

lo
re

s, a lake th
at co

vered
 ap

p
ro

xim
ate

ly n
in

e b
lo

cks o
f th

e 
p

resen
t-d

ay city.  Th
is lake is th

e so
u

rce o
f th

e m
issio

n
’s n

ickn
am

e, “M
issio

n
 

D
o

lo
res.” A

 n
e

w
, large

r ch
u

rch
, also

 b
u

ilt o
f p

alisad
e, w

as co
n

stru
cted

 in
 1

7
8

2
 o

n
 

th
e sam

e site.  Th
e fo

llo
w

in
g year, th

o
u

gh
, th

e m
issio

n
 co

m
p

lex w
as to

rn
 d

o
w

n
 an

d
 

reb
u

ilt ab
o

u
t a fifth

 o
f a m

ile to
 th

e w
est in

 o
rd

er to
 free u

p
 th

e lan
d

 fo
r agricu

ltu
re.  

Th
is th

ird
 ch

u
rch

 b
u

ild
in

g, like th
e p

revio
u

s tw
o

, w
as co

n
stru

cted
 o

f p
alisad

e.  
B

etw
een

 1
7

8
8

 an
d

 1
7

9
1

, a fo
u

rth
 ch

u
rch

 w
as co

n
stru

cted
, th

is tim
e o

f ad
o

b
e.  Th

at 
ch

u
rch

 still stan
d

s.  Th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t th
is co

n
stru

ctio
n

 p
ro

cess, th
e p

riests relied
 o

n
 th

e 
lab

o
r o

f In
d

ian
s – b

o
th

 co
n

verts an
d

 “gen
tiles,” as th

e p
riests referred

 to
 th

o
se w

h
o

 
h

ad
 n

o
t accep

ted
 b

ap
tism

. 
 It is im

p
o

rtan
t to

 n
o

te th
at th

e m
issio

n
 ch

u
rch

 w
as o

n
ly o

n
e b

u
ild

in
g in

 a m
u

ch
 

larger co
m

p
lex th

at in
clu

d
ed

 d
o

rm
ito

rie
s fo

r sin
gle m

en
 an

d
 sin

gle w
o

m
en

, ad
o

b
e 

ap
artm

en
ts fo

r In
d

ian
 fam

ilie
s, h

o
u

sin
g fo

r th
e m

issio
n

 p
rie

sts an
d

 servan
ts, a 

kitch
en

, w
o

rksh
o

p
s, an

d
 sto

rage facilitie
s.  Th

e ch
u

rch
 w

as am
o

n
g th

e first o
f th

ese 

b
u

ild
in

gs to
 b

e b
u

ilt, in
d

icatin
g its im

p
o

rtan
ce to

 th
e p

rie
sts, w

h
o

 d
irected

 th
e 

co
n

stru
ctio

n
. 

  Th
e Fran

ciscan
 p

rie
sts d

e
sign

ed
 th

e C
alifo

rn
ia m

issio
n

 ch
u

rch
es th

e
m

selve
s, o

ften
 

referrin
g to

 a b
o

o
k th

at illu
strated

 vario
u

s facad
es fo

r id
eas ab

o
u

t exterio
r 

o
rn

am
en

tatio
n

.  Th
u

s, th
e b

u
ild

in
g d

esign
s w

ere d
riven

 b
y Eu

ro
p

ean
 id

eas ab
o

u
t 

co
n

stru
ctio

n
 tech

n
iq

u
es, m

aterials, an
d

 resu
lts.  H

o
w

e
ver, in

n
o

vatio
n

s o
n

 Eu
ro

p
ean

 
(an

d
 Eu

ro
-A

m
erican

) id
eas w

e
re so

m
etim

e
s n

ece
ssary.  Fo

r exam
p

le, ro
o

f b
eam

s 
w

ere se
cu

red
 to

 o
n

e an
o

th
er u

sin
g leath

er tie
s an

d
 w

o
o

d
en

 p
egs.  Th

is tech
n

iq
u

e, 
likely in

tro
d

u
ced

 b
y B

en
ito

 C
am

b
ó

n
, a p

riest w
h

o
 h

ad
 sp

en
t so

m
e tim

e in
 th

e 
P

h
ilip

p
in

es, p
ro

ved
 to

 b
e an

 e
ffe

ctive m
ean

s o
f m

akin
g th

e b
u

ild
in

g earth
q

u
ake

-
resistan

t. 
 In

te
rio

r D
e

co
ratio

n
 an

d
 Ico

n
o

grap
h

y: Th
e C

h
u

rch
 w

as exten
sively d

eco
rated

 w
ith

 
b

o
th

 im
p

o
rted

 im
age

s an
d

 p
ain

tin
gs b

y in
d

igen
o

u
s artists.  Th

e ce
ilin

g b
eam

s an
d

 
th

e sid
e w

alls o
f th

e ch
u

rch
 w

ere p
ain

ted
 w

ith
 ge

o
m

etric p
attern

s th
at b

ear a 
strikin

g re
se

m
b

lan
ce to

 trad
itio

n
al b

asketry p
attern

s.  B
aske

try w
as th

e h
igh

est 
aesth

etic exp
re

ssio
n

 in
 trad

itio
n

al B
ay A

rea In
d

ian
 cu

ltu
res, an

d
 it w

as reserved
 

alm
o

st exclu
sive

ly fo
r w

o
m

en
.  W

o
m

en
 p

rep
ared

 fo
r 

b
asket w

eavin
g b

y fastin
g an

d
 seekin

g p
ro

p
itio

u
s 

d
ream

s, in
 w

h
ich

 th
ey so

m
etim

e
s received

 b
asketry 

d
esign

s.  Th
u

s, u
n

b
ekn

o
w

n
st to

 th
e p

riests, th
e w

alls 
o

f th
e C

h
u

rch
 at M

issio
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
 m

ay h
ave 

b
o

rn
e th

e im
p

rin
t o

f th
e trad

itio
n

al B
ay A

rea sp
irit 

w
o

rld
 in

 th
e geo

m
etric d

e
sign

s th
at In

d
ian

s p
ain

ted
 

o
n

 th
e w

alls an
d

 ceilin
g.   Th

e o
rigin

al altarp
iece in

 
th

e 1
7

9
1

 ch
u

rch
 w

as also
 p

ain
ted

 b
y b

ap
tized

 
In

d
ian

s.  H
o

w
ever, th

is altarp
iece w

as co
vered

 u
p

 b
y 

a scu
lp

ted
 w

o
o

d
en

 rered
o

s im
p

o
rted

 fro
m

 M
exico

 in
 

1
7

9
6

.  P
o

rtio
n

s o
f th

e o
rigin

al altarp
iece h

ave 
recen

tly b
een

 p
h

o
to

grap
h

ed
.  So

m
e im

age
s fro

m
 th

is 
p

ro
ject can

 b
e se

en
 at w

w
w

.m
issio

n
d

o
lo

re
sm

u
ral.co

m
. 

      
Like th

e rered
o

s, m
u

ch
 o

f th
e d

eco
ratio

n
 o

f th
e ch

u
rch

 w
as im

p
o

rted
 fro

m
 M

exico
 

an
d

 fo
llo

w
ed

 th
e b

aro
q

u
e style th

en
 in

 vo
gu

e in
 Sp

ain
 an

d
 Latin

 A
m

erica.  P
ain

tin
gs 

an
d

 scu
lp

tu
res p

laced
 th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e ch
u

rch
 rep

resen
ted

 key figu
re

s (su
ch

 as St. 
Fran

cis o
f A

ssisi), n
arrative

s (su
ch

 as th
e statio

n
s o

f th
e cro

ss), an
d

 co
n

cep
ts (su

ch
 

as th
e P

atro
n

age o
f St. Jo

sep
h

).  Th
ese im

age
s rein

fo
rced

 R
o

m
an

 C
ath

o
lic 

th
eo

lo
gical an

d
 co

sm
o

lo
gical id

eas, b
u

t also
 reiterated

 Eu
ro

p
ean

 an
d

 Eu
ro

-
A

m
erican

 co
n

cep
ts regard

in
g gen

d
er, fam

ily relatio
n

s, an
d

 a h
o

st o
f o

th
er to

p
ics. 

 Th
e C

h
u

rch
’s b

ells w
ere d

o
n

ated
 b

y th
e K

in
g o

f Sp
ain

 w
h

en
 th

e m
issio

n
 w

as 
fo

u
n

d
ed

.  B
efo

re th
at tim

e, b
ells w

ere p
ro

b
ab

ly literally u
n

h
eard

 o
f – o

r fro
m

 – in
 

th
e B

ay A
rea.  Fo

llo
w

in
g Eu

ro
p

ean
 cu

sto
m

, th
e m

issio
n

 p
rie

sts d
e

m
arcated

 th
e 

http://www.missiondolores.org/
http://www.missiondoloresmural.com/


b
o

u
n

d
aries o

f th
e m

issio
n

 b
y th

e reach
 o

f th
e b

ells’ to
llin

g: th
e o

u
ter reach

e
s o

f th
e 

b
ells’ so

u
n

d
 also

 co
n

stitu
ted

 th
e lim

its o
f th

eir p
rie

stly au
th

o
rity.  Th

e ch
u

rch
 still 

h
as its o

rigin
al b

ells, w
h

ich
 are visib

le fro
m

 th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
g. 

 D
u

rin
g th

e Sp
an

ish
 co

lo
n

ial p
erio

d
, th

e ch
u

rch
 h

ad
 a d

irt flo
o

r an
d

 n
o

 p
ew

s.  Fo
r 

M
ass, b

ap
tized

 In
d

ian
s an

d
 o

ccasio
n

ally so
m

e H
isp

an
ic co

lo
n

ists sto
o

d
 in

 th
e 

ch
u

rch
.  M

en
 sto

o
d

 o
n

 th
e “G

o
sp

el” sid
e (i.e. th

e left w
h

en
 facin

g th
e altar); w

o
m

en
 

o
n

 th
e “ep

istle” (righ
t) sid

e.  O
n

 b
o

th
 sid

es, ch
u

rch
go

e
rs sto

o
d

 w
ith

 th
e yo

u
n

gest in
 

fro
n

t, ran
gin

g to
 th

e o
ld

est in
 b

ack. 
 P

e
o

p
le

:   Th
e p

rie
sts w

h
o

 staffed
 M

issio
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
 d

u
rin

g th
e m

issio
n

 p
erio

d
 

(1
7

7
6

 th
ro

u
gh

 th
e 1

8
3

0
s) w

ere Fran
ciscan

s.  A
lm

o
st all o

f th
em

 w
ere fro

m
 Sp

ain
.  

R
ecru

ited
 o

n
 th

e Ib
erian

 p
en

in
su

la, th
ey traveled

 first to
 th

e C
o

le
gio

 d
e San

 
Fern

an
d

o
, in

 M
exico

 C
ity, w

h
ere th

ey received
 ad

d
itio

n
al train

in
g, an

d
 th

en
 w

ere 
assign

ed
 to

 o
n

e o
f th

e m
issio

n
s in

 th
e A

lta
 C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 (U
p

p
e

r C
alifo

rn
ia) m

issio
n

 
syste

m
, w

h
ich

 w
as ru

n
 b

y th
e Fran

ciscan
 o

rd
er.  So

m
e p

rie
sts assign

ed
 to

 M
issio

n
 

San
 Fran

cisco
 re

m
ain

ed
 o

n
ly a few

 m
o

n
th

s; o
th

ers stayed
 fo

r fifte
en

 o
r tw

en
ty 

years.  Each
 A

lta C
alifo

rn
ia m

issio
n

 w
as su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 b

e staffed
 b

y tw
o

 Fran
ciscan

 
m

issio
n

arie
s, b

u
t at M

issio
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
, th

e n
u

m
b

er ran
ged

 fro
m

 o
n

e to
 fo

u
r.   

      
Th

e p
rie

sts w
ere acco

m
p

an
ie

d
 b

y a sm
all d

etach
m

en
t o

f so
ld

iers an
d

 a fe
w

 
servan

ts.  U
n

like th
e p

riests, th
ese p

eo
p

le w
ere u

su
ally b

o
rn

 an
d

 raised
 in

 M
exico

, 
an

d
 o

ften
 h

ad
 sign

ifican
t in

d
igen

o
u

s h
eritage.  N

e
ve

rth
ele

ss, all o
f th

ese p
eo

p
le 

referred
 to

 th
em

selve
s as g

en
te d

e ra
zó

n
 (p

eo
p

le o
f reaso

n
), o

r even
 esp

a
ñ

o
les, ju

st 
like th

e p
riests.  Th

is catego
ry d

istin
gu

ish
ed

 th
e

m
 fro

m
 th

e In
d

ian
s, w

h
o

 w
ere 

kn
o

w
n

 as g
en

te sin
 ra

zó
n

 (p
eo

p
le w

ith
o

u
t reaso

n
), g

en
tiles (gen

tile
s, th

at is, 
u

n
b

ap
tized

 p
eo

p
le), o

r in
d

io
s (In

d
ian

s).  Th
e d

e ra
zó

n
/sin

 ra
zó

n
 d

istin
ctio

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 

created
 in

 o
rd

er to
 p

ro
tect in

d
igen

o
u

s M
exican

s fro
m

 p
ro

secu
tio

n
 b

y th
e 

In
q

u
isitio

n
, b

u
t in

 C
alifo

rn
ia it b

ecam
e a racialized

 catego
ry, d

istin
gu

ish
in

g th
o

se 
w

h
o

 asp
ired

 to
 h

igh
-statu

s racial catego
ries (su

ch
 as esp

a
ñ

o
l) fro

m
 th

o
se assign

ed
 

to
 lo

w
-statu

s catego
ries like in

d
io

. 
      
A

s n
o

ted
 ab

o
ve, p

rie
sts at M

issio
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
 b

ap
tized

 O
h

lo
n

e, M
iw

o
k, an

d
 

P
atw

in
 In

d
ian

s.  D
u

rin
g th

e Sp
an

ish
 co

lo
n

ial p
erio

d
, th

e In
d

ia
n

 p
o

p
u

latio
n

 o
f th

e 
m

issio
n

 reach
ed

 its h
igh

e
st p

o
in

t – ju
st o

ver 1
8

0
0

 – in
 th

e year 1
8

2
1

.  H
o

w
e

ver, th
e 

d
eath

 rate alw
ays exceed

ed
 th

e b
irth

 rate at th
e m

issio
n

, so
 th

e In
d

ian
 p

o
p

u
latio

n
 

n
ever b

ecam
e self-su

stain
in

g.  In
stead

, th
e p

riests relied
 o

n
 recru

itm
en

t o
f In

d
ian

s 
fro

m
 fu

rth
er an

d
 fu

rth
er aw

ay in
 o

rd
er to

 m
ain

tain
 a viab

le m
issio

n
 p

o
p

u
latio

n
.   

 Late
r H

isto
ry:    Th

e A
lta C

alifo
rn

ia m
issio

n
 system

 w
as secu

larized
 in

 th
e early 

1
8

3
0

s.  A
s a re

su
lt o

f th
is p

ro
cess, m

an
y C

alifo
rn

ia In
d

ian
s b

ecam
e lan

d
le

ss 
lab

o
rers, d

isp
o

sse
ssed

 o
f th

e m
issio

n
 lan

d
s th

at h
ad

, tech
n

ically, b
elo

n
ged

 to
 th

em
 

d
u

rin
g th

e m
issio

n
 p

erio
d

.  A
 p

erio
d

 o
f extre

m
e p

erse
cu

tio
n

, in
 w

h
ich

 In
d

ian
s 

b
ecam

e th
e targets o

f h
o

rrifyin
g racial vio

len
ce, fo

llo
w

ed
 th

e acq
u

isitio
n

 o
f 

C
alifo

rn
ia b

y th
e U

n
ited

 State
s.  Th

is vio
len

ce d
ied

 d
o

w
n

 as A
m

erican
s so

lid
ified

 
th

eir co
n

tro
l o

ver th
e area, go

vern
m

en
tal p

o
licie

s re
gard

in
g In

d
ian

s ch
an

ged
, an

d
 

so
cial an

d
 cu

ltu
ral attitu

d
es regard

in
g th

e Sp
an

ish
 an

d
 M

exican
 p

ast, as w
ell as th

e 
In

d
ian

s w
h

o
 p

ersiste
d

 in
 th

e p
resen

t, evo
lved

. 
 Th

e 1
7

9
1

 ch
u

rch
 rem

ain
ed

 a w
o

rkin
g p

arish
, an

d
 is n

o
w

 p
art o

f th
e M

issio
n

 D
o

lo
re

s 

B
asilica.  M

ass is celeb
rated

 regu
larly th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e w
eek in

 th
e O

ld
 M

issio
n

 

ch
u

rch
. 
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u

rce
s an

d
 Fu

rth
e

r R
e

ad
in

g: 
C

alifo
rn

ia M
issio

n
s R

e
so

u
rce C

en
ter, h

ttp
://w

w
w

.m
issio

n
scalifo

rn
ia.co

m
/ 

G
eiger, M

ayn
ard

 J. “N
ew

 D
ata o

n
 th

e B
u

ild
in

gs o
f M

issio
n

 San
 Fran

cisco
.”  

C
a

lifo
rn

ia
 H

isto
rica

l So
ciety Q

u
a

rterly 4
6

, n
o

. 3
 (1

9
6

7
): 1

9
5

-2
0

5
. 

M
illiken

, R
an

d
all. A

 Tim
e o

f Little C
h

o
ice: Th

e D
isin

teg
ra

tio
n

 o
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a
l C

u
ltu

re in
 th

e 
Sa

n
 Fra

n
cisco

 B
a

y A
rea

, 1
7

6
9

-1
8

1
0

 (M
en

lo
 P

ark, C
A

: B
allen

a P
ress, 1

9
9

5
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M
issio

n
 D

o
lo

re
s M

u
ral w

eb
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://w

w
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issio

n
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o
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u
ral.co

m
/ 

N
eu

erb
u

rg, N
o

rm
an

. Th
e D

eco
ra

tio
n

 o
f th

e C
a

lifo
rn

ia
 M

issio
n
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ta B

arb
ara, C

A
: 

B
ellero

p
h

o
n
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o

o
ks, 1

9
8
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N
ew
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u

in
cy D

., C
o

n
stru

ctin
g

 Lives a
t M

issio
n

 Sa
n

 Fra
n

cisco
: N

a
tive C

a
lifo

rn
ia

n
s 

a
n

d
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isp
a

n
ic C

o
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n
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7
7

6
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q
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n
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f N
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M
issio

n
 D

o
lo

res B
asilica 

3
3

2
1

 1
6

th St.  
San

 Fran
cisco

, C
A

 
w

w
w

.m
issio

n
d

o
lo

re
s.o

rg 
 In

tro
d

u
ctio

n
: A

s th
e p

o
p

u
latio

n
 o

f San
 Fran

cisco
 

grew
 fo

llo
w

in
g th

e C
alifo

rn
ia G

o
ld

 R
u

sh
, th

e o
ld

 
m

issio
n

 ch
u

rch
 w

as p
ressed

 in
to

 u
se to

 serve an
 

exp
an

d
in

g p
o

p
u

latio
n

.  In
 1

8
5

1
, o

n
e year after 

C
alifo

rn
ia b

ecam
e a state, fo

u
r acres o

f th
e o

rigin
al 

m
issio

n
’s im

m
en

se lan
d

 w
ere co

n
firm

ed
 b

y th
e 

go
vern

m
en

t as ch
u

rch
 p

ro
p

erty.  So
o

n
 th

e o
ld

 ch
u

rch
 w

as d
ee

m
ed

 in
 ad

eq
u

ate to
 

serve th
e n

eigh
b

o
rh

o
o

d
’s gro

w
in

g p
o

p
u

latio
n

 o
f Irish

, Fren
ch

, an
d

 G
erm

an
 R

o
m

an
 

C
ath

o
lics.  To

 m
ark th

e cen
te

n
n

ial o
f th

e m
issio

n
 an

d
 city, a n

ew
 b

rick G
o

th
ic 

R
evival b

u
ild

in
g w

as co
m

p
lete

d
 in

 1
8

7
5

.  Steep
ly ro

o
fed

, it to
w

ered
 o

ver th
e 

h
isto

ric m
issio

n
, b

u
t its erectio

n
 allo

w
ed

 it to
 su

rvive as a relic o
f th

e city’s co
lo

n
ial 

p
ast. 

 O
n

 A
p

ril 1
8

, 1
9

0
6

 a severe earth
q

u
ake stru

ck San
 

Fran
cisco

 fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y an

 exte
n

sive fire.  Th
e G

o
th

ic 
ch

u
rch

 w
as stru

ctu
rally co

m
p

ro
m

ised
 an

d
 to

rn
 d

o
w

n
, 

o
n

e o
f th

e m
an

y victim
s o

f th
e d

evastatin
g q

u
ake.  A

 
tem

p
o

rary ch
u

rch
, erected

 alo
n

g Sixteen
th

 Stre
et 

served
 u

n
til th

e p
resen

t b
u

ild
in

g w
as erected

. 
 C

o
n

stru
ctio

n
 an

d
 A

rch
ite

ctu
re

:  W
h

ereas th
e 1

8
7

5
 

ch
u

rch
 h

ad
 so

u
gh

t to
 co

n
n

ect San
 Fran

cisco
 to

 
im

m
igran

ts’ Eu
ro

p
ean

 h
eritage, th

e n
ew

 b
u

ild
in

g b
y 

arch
itects Fran

k T. Sh
ea an

d
 Jo

h
n

 O
. Lo

fq
u

ist p
aid

 trib
u

te to
 th

e city’s co
lo

n
ial p

ast 
rep

resen
ted

 in
 th

e n
ew

ly re
sto

red
 h

isto
ric m

issio
n

 ch
u

rch
.  B

egu
n

 in
 1

9
1

3
, it w

as 
d

esign
ed

 in
 th

e Sp
an

ish
 C

h
u

rrigu
e

re
sq

u
e R

e
vival style w

h
ich

 featu
res p

ro
fu

se 
o

rn
am

en
t o

n
 th

e facad
e re

vivin
g an

 early eigh
teen

th
-cen

tu
ry p

h
ase o

f Sp
an

ish
 

arch
itectu

re.  A
ll o

f th
e en

tran
ces an

d
 to

w
ers featu

re elab
o

rate d
esign

s a
n

d
 th

e 
to

w
ers are cap

p
ed

 b
y religio

u
s em

b
lem

s o
n

 a b
lu

e tile b
ackgro

u
n

d
. 

 C
h

u
rrigu

ere
sq

u
e w

as th
e sign

atu
re style o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
gs d

e
sign

ed
 b

y B
en

tram
 G

. 
G

o
o

d
h

u
e fo

r th
e 1

9
1

5
 P

an
am

a-C
alifo

rn
ia Exp

o
sitio

n
 in

 San
 D

iego
.  It w

as w
id

e
ly 

u
sed

 fo
r im

p
o

rtan
t p

u
b

lic b
u

ild
in

gs in
 regio

n
s th

at so
u

gh
t to

 em
p

h
asize th

e
ir 

Sp
an

ish
 co

lo
n

ial h
isto

ry.  W
ith

 its p
lain

 w
alls, th

e style w
o

rked
 w

ell w
ith

 th
e 

co
n

crete an
d

 ste
el co

n
stru

ctio
n

 u
tilized

 in
 th

e n
ew

 ch
u

rch
 to

 h
elp

 it resist fu
tu

re 
earth

q
u

akes.  Th
e first m

ass in
 th

e ch
u

rch
 w

as h
eld

 at C
h

ristm
as 1

9
1

8
, alth

o
u

gh
 th

e 
to

w
ers w

ere n
o

t co
m

p
leted

 u
n

til 1
9

2
6

.  D
eco

ratio
n

 o
f th

e ch
u

rch
 also

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 

u
n

til 1
9

2
6

 (San
 Fran

cisco
’s se

sq
u

icen
ten

n
ial) u

n
d

er th
e su

p
e

rvisio
n

 o
f arch

itect 
H

en
ry M

in
to

n
. 

 A
fter W

o
rld

 W
ar II, th

e n
eigh

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 b
egan

 to
 ch

an
ge as A

m
erican

s o
f Irish

 
an

cestry m
o

ved
 o

u
t an

d
 th

o
se o

f Latin
 A

m
erican

 an
cestry m

o
ved

 in
.  Th

e C
ath

o
lic 

C
h

u
rch

’s co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 th
is site o

f th
e h

isto
ric m

issio
n

 w
as em

p
h

asized
 w

h
en

 o
n

 
Feb

ru
ary 8

, 1
9

5
2

, P
o

p
e P

iu
s X

II raised
 th

e 1
9

1
8

 ch
u

rch
 to

 th
e statu

s o
f m

in
o

r 
b

asilica, a title aw
ard

ed
 to

 select ch
u

rch
es in

 o
rd

er to
 re

co
gn

ize th
eir an

tiq
u

ity, 
d

ign
ity, h

isto
rical im

p
o

rtan
ce, o

r sign
ifican

ce as a cen
ter o

f w
o

rsh
ip

 an
d

 d
evo

tio
n

.  
Th

e 1
9

1
8

 ch
u

rch
 carrie

s th
e b

asilica title b
ecau

se o
f its asso

ciatio
n

 w
ith

 th
e co

lo
n

ial 
m

issio
n

 ch
u

rch
.  It w

as th
e first ch

u
rch

 to
 b

e raised
 to

 b
asilica statu

s w
e

st o
f th

e 
M

ississip
p

i an
d

 o
n

ly th
e seven

th
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 States.  Th
e u

m
b

ra
cu

lu
m

, also
 kn

o
w

n
 

as a p
avillo

n
, a sm

all co
n

ical red
 an

d
 yello

w
 can

o
p

y d
isp

layed
 in

 th
e ch

u
rch

 m
arks 

th
e ch

u
rch

 as a b
asilica. 

 In
te

rio
r D

e
co

ratio
n

 an
d

 Ico
n

o
grap

h
y: In

 ad
d

itio
n

 to
 h

avin
g th

e statu
s o

f a b
asilica 

th
e ch

u
rch

 is also
 b

u
ilt an

d
 d

eco
rated

 in
 th

e style d
erive

d
 fro

m
 early C

h
ristian

 
b

asilicas.  Th
is m

ake
s it typ

ical o
f m

an
y early-tw

en
tieth

 cen
tu

ry C
ath

o
lic ch

u
rch

es 
erected

 in
 a variety o

f style
s d

erived
 fro

m
 classical an

d
 

ren
aissan

ce m
o

d
els.  Lo

w
er sid

e aisle
s are sep

arated
 

fro
m

 th
e taller n

ave b
y co

lu
m

n
s.  C

leresto
ry w

in
d

o
w

s 
ligh

t th
e n

ave fro
m

 ab
o

ve.  Th
e n

ave is also
 lin

ed
 w

ith
 

im
age

s o
f sain

ts, h
ere realized

 as sm
all m

ed
allio

n
s 

b
etw

e
en

 th
e arch

es.  Th
e statio

n
s o

f th
e cro

ss are also
 

rep
resen

ted
 b

y p
ain

tin
gs affixed

 to
 th

e co
lu

m
n

s o
f th

e 
n

ave. 
 Th

e ch
u

rch
 is arran

ged
 in

 a trad
itio

n
al cru

cifo
rm

 
p

attern
, th

o
u

gh
 th

e tran
sep

ts h
ere are sh

allo
w

.  Th
e 

cro
ssin

g o
f th

e ch
u

rch
 is m

arked
 b

y a lo
w

 d
o

m
e w

h
ich

 
is lit b

o
th

 b
y w

in
d

o
w

s aro
u

n
d

 its b
ase an

d
 fro

m
 its 

cen
ter b

y w
in

d
o

w
s in

 th
e cu

p
o

la.  A
s w

ith
 m

an
y o

f ch
u

rch
e

s o
f th

is style th
e d

o
m

e 
an

d
 b

arrel vau
lted

 n
ave w

o
u

ld
 su

p
p

o
rt elab

o
rate d

eco
ratio

n
, b

u
t at p

resen
t th

e 
d

eco
ratio

n
 o

f th
e ch

u
rch

 is fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 th

e altars.  A
s w

o
rsh

ip
ers leave th

e ch
u

rch
, 

th
ey are greeted

 b
y a stain

ed
 glass w

in
d

o
w

 o
f St. Fran

cis o
f A

ssisi, p
atro

n
 o

f th
e 

m
issio

n
 an

d
 n

am
esake o

f th
e city. 

 So
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